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“We do not know his name”

Solving the mystery of the Chilcotin War


The war of the Chilcotin people arose due to anger. The First nation people wanted to rebel because Europeans were bringing in small pox while the process of colonizing their land was taking place. Even though the Europeans had innocent intentions the Chilcotin took this act personally resulting in the death of nineteen innocent railroad workers also including a farmer.  


Court documents were easily understood as they were interpreted in first person and these witnesses were under oath. The interpretations are straight forward and provide us with enough evidence to conclude our solving of this mystery. The war came as a shock to the group mainly because the Europeans treated First Nations wrongfully throughout all of history. However, in this case the Chilcotin people rebelled and killed off innocent people, which puts them in them in wrong and does not make their actions acceptable. 


When examining the court documents, we used the witness statements to determine those who were guilty and those who were innocent out of the six Chilcotin men. We established that Klattassin assembled the idea to slaughter the railroad workers who intruded on their land. After examining the documents, we confirmed that Lutas, Teechit, Klattassin, Ahan, Tineatineu, and Ahans father were prosecuted as the six Chilcotin murderers. We believe that Lutas was innocent, given the evidence provided from his own testimony. He claimed he did fire his weapon, but only shot a horse even though he did agree to attempt to murder the railroad workers. 
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